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International Course on Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and Environmental Strategic Assessment (ESA) for Wetlands Management

Panama City, November 23rd - December 4th, 2008
The International Course on Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and Environmental Strategic Assessment (ESA) for Wetlands Management is a two weeks intensive course that will take place in Panama City as part of the Regional Wetlands Training Program for the Western Hemisphere developed by the Ramsar Regional Center for Training and Research on Wetlands for the Western Hemisphere - CREHO.   The course has been designed for decision-makers and mid-level officials from the governmental, non-governmental, private and international sectors, professionals or technicians working in wetlands-related issues.

The program of the course is theoretical-practical, and includes field activities at wetlands showing key environmental, ecologic, cultural and economic characteristics, especially in relation with development processes taking place in Latin American countries.  It includes dynamic sessions for the exchange of experiences between specialists and participants.  Those will provide the framework to analyze environmental impact case studies in a regional and local context, particularly linking them with decision-making processes about the wise use of natural resources found in wetlands, their value, goods and services, and the key elements to be considered when drawing the EIA and ESA on the basis of internationally accepted guidelines and standards for development projects.  The team of instructors is made up of experienced people with ample knowledge and international experience in wetlands management, EIA, the Ramsar Convention and other well-know international institutions. 

Technical Approach and Thematic Areas
The course is geared towards wetlands management from the point of view of professionals involved in the formulation, evaluation and decision-making processes regarding Environmental Impact Assessment and Environmental Strategic Assessment.

The approach is eco-systemic, with an emphasis on wetland’s environmental services, particularly as they face economic development, and on the importance of tools such as EIA and ESA for the wise use and conservation of wetlands within the framework of the goals established by international agreements such as the Ramsar Convention.

In the Western Hemisphere there is a wide variety of wetlands covering sizable territories.  However, they are currently being lost due to threats that must be evaluated to consider the environmental issues that could lessen the negative impacts on wetlands and to include the design and implementation of mitigation, compensation or recuperation measures for these ecosystems.  

Main thematic areas to be addressed during the course include:
1. EIA and ESA Conceptual Framework

2. EIA and ESA as planning and decision-making tools for wetlands management  

3. Ramsar Convention Guidelines, EIA – ESA and the ‘wise use’ concept 

4. Biodiversity - ecology, hydrological and socioeconomic impacts

5. Regional and local governmental policies 

6. EIA in Practice (Study Case).  EIA guidelines as support for wise use of wetlands

7. ESA in Practice (Study Case).  ESA phases and inclusion for wise use of wetlands 

During the course, participants will step-by-step apply the information provided regarding the Ramsar Convention guidelines, the Environmental Impact Assessment and the Environmental Impact Commission in order to analyze a regional case study; there, they will provide the appropriate recommendations in accordance with the case study.  Visits to wetlands in Panama will be used as demonstration sites and for field work purposes.            

Purpose
The goal is to provide participants both analytic and methodological knowledge and skills needed to use and apply tools for environmental impact assessment and environmental strategic assessment within the framework of conservation and wise use of wetlands.  The curriculum has been designed on the basis of guidelines and laws concerning EIA and ESA for land planning and decision-making processes of environmental licensing under the Ramsar Convention. 
It is expected the course will strengthen the participants’ capabilities by:
1. Provide the conceptual and methodological framework of EIA and ESA for the wise use of wetlands
2. Provide elements to apply the conceptual and methodological framework to real situations found in countries around the region 
3. Increase the professional and individual development of participants via the technical and methodological approach designed for the course 

At the end of the course, participants will have increased their knowledge and skills to include the following issues in their activities related to wetlands:
· Wetlands goods and services for the socioeconomic development 
· Conceptual framework of EIA and ESA as tools for planning and decision-making related to wetlands management
· Ramsar Convention Resolution, Recommendations, and Guidelines related to EIA and ESA
· Environmental Impact Commission (IAIA) guidelines and International Issues relating to EIA and ESA
· EIA guidelines as support for the wise use of wetlands
· ESA phases and inclusion for wise use of wetlands
· Application of Resolutions, Recommendations and Guidelines from the Ramsar Convention
· Implementation of EIA and ESA guidelines as support for the wise use of wetlands
Methodology
The course will be given in theoretical-practical classes in which a small introduction to each theme will be given. The course will use study cases from Panama where the participants, through practical exercises and field work, will analyze the environmental problems identified in a rural and urban context.  

The sites chosen suffer from environmental problems similar to those found in other countries in the region such as the impact of development projects, pollution, desiccation, filling, urbanization, advancement of the agricultural frontier and the cattle-raising activity, institutional overlapping, pressure from industries and private investments, all of which are in conflict with the wise use of wetlands.  In this sense, participants will have the opportunity to interact with a diverse group of key players such as public and private institutions and non-governmental organizations.

Profile of Participants
Professionals or technicians from the private sector, the government, the non-governmental organizations, and independent professionals linked to decision-making processes regarding wetlands ecosystems, people responsible for policy development, site managers (protected areas, private reserves or properties located in wetlands), advisors and consultants with at least three years of professional experience in the environmental sector or related areas.
Organizers
The course is organized by the Ramsar Regional Center for Training and Research on Wetlands for the Western Hemisphere - CREHO. and the Ramsar Convention.
The Ramsar Regional Center for Training and Research on Wetlands for the Western Hemisphere - CREHO is a non-profit international organization located at City of Knowledge, in Panama City. CREHO contributes to the conservation and wise use of wetlands in the Western Hemisphere through the strengthening of capacities, the development of EIA tools, as well as methodologies for economic evaluation and the establishment of communication channels.
The team of instructors is made up of experienced people with ample knowledge and international experience in wetlands management, EIA, the Ramsar Convention and other well-known international institutions.
Language
The course will be bilingual, Spanish and English. There will be simultaneous translations.

Academic Value 
Participants who attend 100% of sessions will receive a certificate of participation.
Logistics 
The course will take place in Panama City, since November 23rd  to December 4th, 2009.  
The course will take place in a classroom with air conditioning; we recommend bringing suitable clothing for fresh temperatures in the classrooms. For the field work planned, participants are advised to bring adequate clothing for sunny and rainy days, including boots, raincoat, hat, sunglasses, sunscreen, mosquito repellent and the like.  More logistic information will be provided promptly.

Participants are also advised to bring any special medication needed. 
Costs
There are two options to cover the costs:

Option A:  USD$ 3,500.00 includes enrolling, working material, field trips, lodging and food (breakfast, lunch, supper and snacks), hotel/airport shuttle and insurance.  
It does not includes:    plane ticket, visas and taxes, tourism activities, phone calls, internet, laundry, health insurance nor any other expense that has not been previously agreed on.

Option B: USD$ 2,300.00 includes: enrolling, materials, field trips, food (lunch and snack, only and insurance.

It does not includes: lodging, food (breakfast and supper), hotel/airport shuttle, plane ticket, visas and taxes, tourism activities, laundry, phone calls, internet, health insurance nor any other expense that has not been previously agreed on.

Other costs: We recommend that each participant bring funds for emergencies, phone calls, taxis, laundry, personal purchases and others.

Note: 
This course isn’t offering scholarships.  Any economic support should be ensured by the participants themselves from organizations that could potentially provide support, like embassies, conservation projects, multilateral or bilateral agencies, and international organizations. 
In case we identify any potential support for participants, we will inform you. We strongly recommend to periodically visit www.creho.org
Admission Request
The course is limited to 25 participants. Those interested are required to request a place beforehand.  An evaluation will be carried out on the basis of the profile of those interested.  
To request admission please send the following documents by e-mail to cursos@creho.org:

1. Admission Request Form

2. CV indicating formal education and experience in the area of natural resources and/or wetlands 

3. Summary of specific interest for taking the course.  How the course and the knowledge will be useful and apply in terms of impact in your work and responsibilities.

4.    Official letter from the institution where he/she works authorizing his/her participation (if that is the case)

The admission request form is in this announcement and in CREHO´s webpage www.creho.org or you can request it by sending an e-mail to cursos@creho.org.  
If the documents are incomplete the application won’t be taken on consideration.
For more information please write to cursos@creho.org or periodically visit www.creho.org.

ADMISSION REQUEST FORM / FORMULARIO DE SOLICITUD DE ADMISION

International Course on Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and

 Environmental Strategic Assessment (ESA) for Wetlands Management 

Panama City, November 23rd - December 4th, 2009 

Curso Internacional sobre Evaluación de Impacto Ambiental  (EIA) y 

Evaluación Ambiental Estratégica (EAE) para Manejo de Humedales 

Ciudad de Panamá, noviembre 23 a diciembre 4 de 2009











    Picture / Foto

Send this form to: 
Ramsar Regional Center for Training and Research 

on Wetlands in the Western Hemisphere - CREHO

Devolver el formulario de solicitud de admisión a:

Centro Regional Ramsar para la Capacitación e Investigación 

sobre Humedales para el Hemisferio Occidental - CREHO

Phone / Teléfono: (507) 3171242  

E-mail: cursos@creho.org 

1. Personal Data / Datos Personales

Complete name (as should appear in certificate): / Nombre completo (como debe aparecer en el certificado): __________________________________________________________________

Address: / Dirección: _________________________________________________________ 

Country: / País: _________________
 Nationality: / Nacionalidad: ___________________

Birth Date: / Fecha de Nacimiento:_______________ 
Sex: / Sexo: __________

 2. Education / Educación

Name and place of University: / Nombre y lugar de la Universidad: ___________________________________________________________________________

Study Period: / Periodo de estudio:   from / desde  ________  to / hasta________ 

Degree: / Título: ______________________________________________________

If having a Master or Doctoral degree, specify area: / Si cuenta con estudios a nivel de Maestría o Doctorado especifique el área:  

_______________________________________________________________________________

3. Language / Idioma

	
	Level of spoken skills / 

Nivel de habilidad oral
	Level of written skills /

 Nivel de habilidad escrita

	Language/ Idioma
	Impecable / 

Impecable
	Fluid / 

Fluido
	Correct /

Correcto
	Basic / 

Básico
	Impecable / 

Impecable
	Correct / 

Correcto
	Basic / 

Básico

	Spanish / Español
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	English / 

Inglés
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


4. Employment / Empleo

Organization you currently are working in: / Organización para la cual trabaja actualmente: _____________________________________________________________________________

Address: / Dirección:  _________________________________________________________ 

Phone: / Teléfono: _____________________

Fax: _________________________________ E-mail: ___________________________________ 

Position: / Cargo: ______________________________  

Time in that position: / Desempeña esta función desde: _______________

Brief description of the work being performed: / Describa brevemente su trabajo:       

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

   _______________________________________________________________________________

5. Other related information / Otra información relacionados
	Detail / 

Detalle
	Role /

Función
	Where /

Dónde
	Since / To

Desde / Hasta
	Comments /

Comentarios

	Participation in National Wetlands Committee /

Participación en el Comité Nacional de Humedales
	
	
	
	

	Experience on wetlands management / 

Experiencia en el manejo de humedales
	
	
	
	

	Experience on EIA /

Experiencia en EIA
	
	
	
	

	Experience on SEA/

Experiencia en EAE
	
	
	
	

	Experience on policy making /

Experiencia en formulación de políticas
	
	
	
	

	Specialized studies on wetland ecosystems /

Estudios especializados en ecosistemas de humedal
	
	
	
	

	Experience on decision making processes related to wetlands /

Experiencia en procesos de toma de decisiones relacionados con humedales
	
	
	
	


6. References / Referencias
Name 3 people who recommend you for this course /

Nombre 3 personas que lo recomienden para participar en el curso
	Name /   Nombre
	Role / Función
	Address / Dirección
	Phone / Teléfono
	Fax
	E-mail

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


7. Financial Issues / Financiación
Do you have institutional support to participate in the course: / Cuenta con apoyo institucional para participar de este curso: 

Yes/Sí_____            No_____

I have requested financial support to: / He solicitado apoyo financiero a:  ______________________________________________________________________

(Name of organization, address, phone, e-mail and copy of request for support)

(Nombre de la organización, dirección, teléfono, y copia de la solicitud de apoyo)

I have requested co-financial support from:  / He solicitado co-financiamiento de: ________________________________________________________________________

(Name of organization, address, phone, e-mail and copy of co-financial information)

(Nombre de la organización, dirección, teléfono, e-mail y copia de información sobre co-financiamiento)

All expenses will be paid by:/ Todos los gastos serán cubiertos por: _____________________________________________________________________

(Please, include a commitment letter by the supporter, its address, phone and e-mail)

(Por favor adjuntar carta de compromiso del financiador, dirección, teléfono, e-mail)

8.  Contact in case of an emergency / Contacto en caso de emergencia

Name: / Nombre: _________________________________________________________________

Phone: / Teléfono: ___________    
 Fax: ______________ 
E-mail: _______________

Address: / Dirección: 

_______________________________________________________________________________

Signature / Firma ______________________________   
 Date / Fecha ______________

Please submit the complete forms among with the following documents:

· CV indicating formal education and experience in the area of natural resources and/or wetlands 

· Summary of specific interest for taking the course.  How the course and the knowledge will be useful and apply in terms of impact in your work and responsibilities.

· Official letter from the institution where he/she works authorizing his/her participation (if that is the case)

Please submit the complete forms among with the other documents requested, by e-mail to: cursos@creho.org, preferably in pdf format.
If the documents are incomplete the application  won’t be taken on consideration.
Favor enviar este formulario junto con los siguientes documentos:
· Hoja de vida con la educación formal y experiencia en el área de recursos naturales o humedales 

· Resumen de intereses específicos por los que desea tomar el curso.  Porqué será útil y cómo aplicará los conocimientos en términos del impacto en su trabajo y responsabilidades
· Una carta oficial de la institución para la cual trabaja el candidato autorizando que asista al curso (si es el caso)

Favor enviar el formulario junto con los otros documentos solicitados vía e-mail a: cursos@creho.org, en formato pdf preferiblemente.

Las solicitudes con documentación incompleta  no serán tomados en consideración.

PAGE  
11

